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IF THE 
Doctrine maintained in the following Diſcourſe be true, 
* That the perfection of the Human Nature conſiſts in imitating 
« Gop in his Goopxess ; ” 
The unanimous Suffrage of all Ranks of Men in IX ELAN p, fourded 
on the Obſervation they have made, on 
ThatBgxgvoLENCE,which ſmiles on, and refreſhes, all whoapproach 
it ; 
That GEN RROS1TT v, which brings to Light modeſt Merit, and makes 
Envy aſhamed ; 


That active V1G61LANCE, which is continually exerted for the good 
of the CoMMuN IT; 


That tender Come Ass ox, which prevents the Cry of the Diſtreſſed; 

That MoDERATION and INDULGENCE, which reconciles Diſſcn- 

| ters; And, 

That ſtrenuous PROTECT 10N, which ſecuresthe eſtabliſhed Church 

Points out to the Author, the Propriety of laying this Diſcourle, at 
the Feet of 


HIS GRACE 


SS TS OE E, 
Lord Archbiſhop of AxMach, PRMATE of All IezLanp: 


Even though the particular Occaſion whereon it was delivered, 
and the Countenance vouchſafed to the Author, for many 
Years, had not demanded this Acknowledgment, from 
His GRace's, 
Moſt Obedient, 


1 And moſt Dutiful, 
Humble Servant, 


William Henry. 
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S ERM ON, Gs. 


Be ye therefore Perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven 
is Perfect. MaTTHEw th Chap. 48th Verſe. 


OTHING hath more employed the attention of men, 

who have diſcourſed concerning things of a moral na- 
| ture, than to lay down and eſtabliſh ſome one general 
rule, to which the various precepts of their philoſophy might be 
reduced, 


Upon this principle, ſome have laid the foundation of virtue, in 
that true, but vague and undetermined law of acting according to 
right reaſon; Others in aCting according to truth, Some haye placed 
B-- 3 


WET 
it in following the law of our nature: Whilſt others, moſt abſurdly 


preferring the animal to the rational part, have debaſed the human 


nature, and placed happineſs in the gratification of our ſenſual 
appetites, a 


But our divine maſter, Jesvus CnR1sT, who brought down 
with him true wiſdom from aboye, and being himſelf the word of 
God, ſpake as never man ſpake; leads us back to the firſt prin- 
ciples of things; conſiders man as originally formed after the I- 
mage of God: And that therefore the true happineſs of the human 
nature, which he came into the world to reſtore and exalt, muſt 
conſiſt in a near approach and conformity to the divine original. 


In his firſt public diſcourſe, wherein he declares to the college of 
the Apoſtles ſet around him, and to the great multitude that attended 
the bleſſings of the Goſpel; he delivers to them a ſyſtem of the 
pureſt precepts, not only for the government of their outward con- 
duct, but chiefly for regulating the heart, the ſpring of all actions: 
And to lead us to the higheſt purity, he lays this down as the pri- 
mary Rule to all who embrace his goſpel, ge ye perfect, even 
« as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.“ 


Such is the dignity of this one rule, that a due attention to it 


might convince every man that the teacher thereof was ſent from 
God. 


That I may therefore contribute ſomewhat towards the reducing 
of this divine rule into practice, I propoſe, . . 


aft, To inquire into the meaning of it, and to obſerve ſome- 
thing that it neceſſarily implies, 


2dly, To 
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2dly, To evince that a conformity to the moral perfections of 
God, is not only the chief excellence of a rational creature, bur 
alſo the only rule and meaſure of all true religion and virtue. 


From the diſcuſſion of theſe points, will plainly occur the prin- 


cipal duty incumbent, both on the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and on 
thoſe who attend their miniſtrations, 


In our inquiry into the meaning of this rule, it is obvious at the 
firſt glance, that none of thoſe which are called the natural per- 


fections of God, can be the object of any finite Being's imitation. 


It is demonſtrable from the cleareſt principles of reaſon, that 
the cauſe and Author of all things mult be a ſelf-exiſtent Being, of 
the moſt pure and undivided eſſence, eternal, unchangeable, in- 
finite in his knowledge, wiſdom and power, and filling all things 
with his preſence. But theſe perfections are incommunicable, and 
incomprehenſible to.all created Beings. No man can by ſcarching, 
find out the infinity of God. No one can find out the Almighty 
to perfection. With reſpect to us, “He dwelleth in light which 
« js inacceſſible and full of glory.” The duty incumbent on us, 
with regard to theſe perfections of the Deity, is, like Job when 
admitted to the divine preſence, to humble ourſelves in duſt and 
aſhes; to ſpeak and think with the utmoſt modeſty and awe of the 
nature of God; and to lift up our hearts to Heaven in the molt 
grateful acknowledgement of his amazing condeſcenſion, in grant- 
ing to us natures ſomewhat reſembling his own ; by breathing into 
us immortal ſouls, ſpiritual and eternal in their nature, and en- 
dued with intelligent and active powers. And we ought to * 

| COT the 


(8) 
the ſincerity of our gratitude, by a progreſſive improvement and en- 
largement of theſe immortal ſouls, in their intelligent and active 


powers; that ſo we may be daily more and more aſlimilated to 
the infinite Father of ſpirits. 


11 is the moral perfections of God, which are the proper object: 
of our imitation. 


What theſe are will eaſily appear to us, if we duly attend, ci- 
ther to the nature or differences of things; or to what, by inward 
ſenſe, we feel within ourſelves. 


« We perceive around us, a great variety and Difference of 
te perſons and things. This neceſſarily produces a difference of 
& circumſtances, and relations, fitneſs or unfitneſs of perſons and 
« circumſtances one to another. Some relations and circumſtances 
« are highly fit and proper for ſome perſons, or beings, which 
« would be quite unfit for others.. From eternal reaſon and 
the nature of things, it is fit that virtue and moral rectitude, which 
is the perfection of an intelligent Being, ſhould be attended with 
happineſs: And on the contrary, that vice or moral turpitude, 
which creates confuſion in the harmony of the world, ſhould be 
attended with pain or puniſhment. *<* All intelligent Beings per- 
« ceive this in general. But finite Beings are ſometimes, either 
from the weakneſs of their underſtanding, irregularity in their 
« wills, or want of power, prevented from the ſtrict application 
« of it in particulars. But an infinite, all wiſe, and all powerful 
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' * See Dr. Clarke on the Attributes. 
. « Being 
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« Being, who cannot be miſtaken, biafſed nor obſtructed, muſt al- 
« ways, from the perfection of his nature, adapt thoſe things to 
% each other as they are fit. Happineſs, glory, honour and im- 


« mortality to virtue; and puniſhment, tribulation, anguiſh and 
Wrath to every one that doth evil.” 


This perfection, the juſtice of God, is expreſſed with great 
beauty and energy in the ſcriptures. « Shall not the Judge of 
te all the earth do right. Juſt and true are all thy ways, O King 
« of Saints. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
6 Name?“ 


The ſame reaſoning evinces another of the moral perfections of 
God, his truth and faithfulneſs in all declarations and promiſes. 
«« The only poſſible reaſon of falſifying, is either raſhneſs or for- 
«« getfulneſs, inconſtancy or impotency, fear of evil or hope of 
« gain, from all which, an infinitely wile, all ſufficient and good 
« Being mult be infinitely removed.” As it is impoſſible for him 
to be deceived himſelf, fo it is not poſſible for him to deceive o- 
thers. Purſuant to this, the Scriptures declare, that He is the 
« Lord who keepeth truth for ever, His counſels are faithfulneſs 
« and truth.” And His truth endureth to all Generations. 


Another moral perfection of God, whercof every man is con- 
ſcious to himſclf, that he is an example and monument, is his 


Goodneſs. 


That the Almighty cauſe of all things, muſt be infinitely good, is 
evident from * that being abſolutely happy and bleſſed in him- 
ſell, 
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ſelf, he could have no deſign in giving a Being to any of his crea- 
tures, but that he might communicate ſome rays of his perſections 
to them; and ſuch a ſhare of happineſs as might be beſt adapted 
to the various natures of his creatures; eſpecially of thoſe ſenſitive 
or rational ones, whom his infinite wiſdom thought fit to call into 
Being. And with reſpect to rational Beings, this happineſs in a 
great meaſure depends on their own choice and freedom; a privi- 
lege, without which they would ceaſe to be moral, or even rational 
agents. This infinite goodneſs of God is exalted over all his Works, 
and appears ſo diffuſed and manifold, that the manifeſtation of it 
ſcems to be the ultimate end of all things. And indeed, all the 
moral perfections of God may be reſolved into infinite goodneſs, 
directed by infinite wiſdom. Even his juſtice, in puniſhing ob- 


ſtinate offenders, is benevolence and wiſdom co- operating for the 
good of the whole. 


The divine benevolence, according to the various objects and oc- 
caſions whereon it is exerciſed, either in creating and preſerving, 
or in ſparing, relieving and pardoning, is diſtinguiſhed into the 
different names of goodneſs, patience, grace, and mercy, But all 
theſe are only different manifeſtations of the ſame infinite perfection 


of the Father of lights, with whom there is no variableneſs, 
« nor ſhadow of turning.“ 


The perfect harmony, or Complexion, it I may ſo ſpeak, 
of thele divine attributes, is what the Scriptures expreſs under 
the name of the holincſs of God. By which we are to underſtand 
| the abſolute rectitude of the Divine Nature, free from all poſlible 
impurity or imperfection, and continually beholding with compla- 

cency 


1 


cency every tendency to motal rectitude and perfection. The pure 
in heart praiſe God in his holineſs: And thoſe celeſtial Beings 
which are admitted into his immediate glorious preſence, continually 


cry out, Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty!” 


Theſe moral perfections of God may be farther evinced, by 
what every man feels in his own breaſt. We all conceive a ſecret 
ſatisfaction in juſtice ; and the ſoul immediately feels a pure joy and 
complacency in refleCting on any juſt and becoming action. We 
perceive an infinite pleaſure in truth, and in all things that lead to 
diſcover it. And the conſciouſneſs of it in ourſclves, or perſwa- 
ſion of it in others, is the great ſupport on which the ſoul dwells 
at eaſe. But above all, we perceive the moſt inexpreſſible ſatis- 
faction in benevolence, in doing actions that are good and kind. 
The conſciouſneſs of theſe infinitely refreſhes the ſoul; and makes 
it to glow with the warmeſt and pureſt flame, Now, as theſe ſcn- 
{ations are the glory and happineſs of our nature, it is evident, that 
as all good and perfect gifts are from God, theſe perfections mult 
be in him in the moſt exalted and infinite manner. 1 85 


And notwithſtanding the infinity of that perfection wherewith 
theſe are in God, there is a ſimilitude and analogy between them 
in him, and what we feel in ourſelves. For if it were otherwiſe, 
we could have no idea of God at all: And all our diſcourle and 
notices concerning the divine perfections would be mere empty 
ſounds without meaning. God himſelf hath intimated to us the 
reality of this analogy in that glorious publication of his name 
and attributes in the mountain before Moſes, when he proclaimed 
himſelf by theſe three moral perfections. The Lord, the Lord 
% God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in 
« goodneſs 
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&« goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving ini. 
* quity, tranſgreſſion and fin ; and that will by no means clear the 
« guilty.“ Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 

A 


This account of the divine perfections may point out plainly to 
us the meaning of the rule here preſcribed, *« To be perfect, as 
“ our Father which is in Heaven is perfect.“ That is, to uſe 
our utmoſt endeavours to reſemble God, ſo far as the condition of 


our nature will admit, in his moral perfections of Juſtice, truth, and 
goodneſs. 


We imitate God in his juſtice, when we think and act accord- 
ing to the eternal fitneſs of things, and adapt our whole conduct 
according to that relation we bear to the ſupreme Being, and to all 
perſons and circumſtances around us. When, with reſpect to God, 
we employ thoſe intelligent powers he has given us, in adoring his 
infinite Excellencies, when we acknowledge him as our creator, 
preſerver, and governor : when we keep alive in our minds a con- 
tinual ſenſe of our dependance on him; and are thereby influenced 
to all the acts of true unaffected piety and obedience, to put our 


whole truſt in him, to pray to him, to thank him! in all things, and 
to obey his laws. 


With reſpe&t to men, this rule will direct us, to go beyond or 
defraud no man in any thing, to render to all their due, accord- 
ing to their various ſtations, circumſtances, and engagements: And 


to regulate our conduct in our converſation with men n according to 
their moral character. 


When 


( 388] 


When we raiſe our thoughts to attend to the truth and faithfulneſs 
of God, it will direct us to a ſteady adhercnce to truth, in all our 
words and actions; to perform inviolably our engagements ; and 
upon no account, either for the greateſt gain, or for the utmoſt fear 
or danger, to deceive another, or ſwerve from what we have once 
promiſed. It is a meanneſs in the ſons of men to repent of their 
promiſes. To lie is the laſt diſgrace of a.man ; for it makes him 
like to the devil. 


But the chief intention of this rule is, to inſtru us to reſemble 
the divine Being in his goodneſs. For that is the perfection which, 
above all others, is diſplayed: towards us, and wherein we are mott 
capable of reſembling God; from the very frame of our nature, in 
the beneficent diſpoſitions: implanted in our fouls, and the various 
active powers granted to us. 


To intimate to us that reſembling God in his goodneſs is the true 
perfection of our nature; our bleſſed maſter takes occaſion, from 
recommending acts of univerſal benevolence and mercy, to intro- 


duce this rule. And St, Luke, in the parallel paſſage, expreſly ex- 
plains it thus, Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father allo is" 


„ mercitul.” Luke vi. 36. 


A diſpoſition to reſemble God in his goodneſs, enlarges our minds 
and exalts our hearts, to love God himſelf with all our foul and all 
our ſtrength ; and from a principle of love to God, to love all man- 
kind. It raiſes us above all the narrow diſtinctions of country, ſa- 
mily, ſects and parties, and cauſes the foul to glow with an univer- 


ſal benevolence to all intelligent creatures. 


This divine fire (like to that pure ethereal flame which permeates 
the material world, and is by the ſun collected and darted down 
upon us) will give lite and vigour to all our actions; by it's * 
5 | & u 
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ful attraction cement mankind en nay, unite us to God 
himſelf, 


This pure and perfect love, like to the divine goodneſs, will ac- 
cording to the variety of perſons, circumſtances and occaſions, flow 
forth in all the acts of kindneſs, patience, forgiveneſs, and compaſſion. 


This is that duty, which our SAviouR, in this paſſage, recom- 
mends to us: That in our whole conduct, we may imitate the 
rectitude of the divine nature, preſerve ourſelves from all impurity, 
and more particularly reſemble God in his righteouſneſs, truth, and 
goodneſs. This is what the ſcripture calls being“ Holy in all 


« manner of converſation, as he who hath called us is holy.“ 
And „ being partakers of a divine nature.“ 


This purity and perfection is not to be attained by the mere je- 
june rules of morality, which may indeed poliſh and ſmooth over 
the outward converſation, but have not force to penetrate and 
quicken the ſoul, 


It is to be attained by Faith: I mean, by a full perſuaſion of 
the truth of the goſpel, and a ſteady dependance on our Saviour 
Jesvs CurisT, for the grace of his holy ſpirit, to ſupport and 
aſſiſt us. For CHRIST himſelf hath told his diſciples, «© Abide 
« in me and J in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, ex- 
| « cept it abide in the vine: No more can ye, except ye abide in 
« me, Iam the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in 
« me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit; for with- 
« out me ye can do nothing.“ John xv. ch. 3, 4. And St. Peter, 
in his ſpeech to the college of the Apoſtles, tells them, that ĩt was 
« by Faith God purified the hearts of the converts to chriſtianity, * 
Acts xv. 9. To ſeek therefore after this perfection in any other 


Way, is to ſeek the living among the dead. 1 
ar 
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Far be the vanity from any buman mind, to imagine that the 
molt perfect can any way come near to him, in whoſe ſight the 
heavens themſelves are not pure, and his angels are chargeable 
with folly. But we are to endeavour, according tothe capacity of 
our weak and imperfect nature, and in a continual dependance on the 
divine grace, to copy after the moral excellencics of the divine: And 
not to reſt in any degrees of holineſs or virtue we may have attained; 
but ardently to preſs on to higher and higher. 


There is a certain progreſſive power given to the ſoul of man, 
by uſing of which, it continually increaſes and gathers ſtrength. 
Who can diſcern any rudiments of reaſon in an Intant? By degrees 
we behold the divine plant budding, blowing, bloſſoming, and ripen- 
ing into fruit; we gradually advance from the toys of childhood to 
the wiſdom of men; and from thence, by a proper uſe of our 
faculties, and by God's ſuper- adding new powers to us, or cauſing 
hidden ones to unfold themſelves, we may advance continually to 
degrees of glory and perfection, of which, in our preſent ſtate, we 
can have no conception. The child in Car1sT grows by degrees 
to the ſtature of a man. The man, when he has caſt off the fleſh, 
and is born into the world of glory, becomes, tea, as an angel. 
Luke xx. 36. The angel, in his progreflive improvement thro? the 
ages of eternity, riſcs to be an archangel, and the archangel is 
more and more aflimilated to the fountain of all perfection. Not 
only the nature of our ſouls, but the ſcripture encourages us to en- 
tertain theſe hopes, and to aſpire after this perfection, when it in- 
forms us, that by ſecing God as he is, we ſhall be made “ like 
© to him.” 1 John. iii. 2. and that We all with open face, be- 
« holding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed into 


te the ſame image, from glory to glory, by the Spirit cf the Lord.” 
2 Cor. iii. 18. ; 
C 2 What 
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What bath been ſaid already on this ſubject, may conſiderably 
eſtabliſh the ſecond point I propoſed to ſpeak to, namely, 


« That a conformity to the moral perfections of God is, not 
„% only the chief excellence of a rational creature, bar alſo the 
ec only rule and meaſure of all true religion and virtue.“ 


If God be a being infinitely perfect, it is moſt evident, that the 
more like we are to him, by ſo much the nearer we approach to 
perfection. And if his moral ꝓerfections are what render the di- 
vine nature it {elf moſt amiable, a conformity to him in theſe per- 
fections, which indeed are the only ones wherein we can, as ra- 
tional and free agents, imitate him, exalts the human nature to it's 
higheſt excellence, even to be like to God in that which is the 
| very glory of God himſelf. 


In the divine nature, -omnipotence and omnipreſence fill us with 
awe and terror, and keep us at a diſtance, Even the moſt perfect, 
| when he contemplates theſe attributes, muſt tremble before God, 
| and '« abhor himſelf in duft and afhes.” Job, xlii. 6. But the 
| goodneſs and truth of God, like the divine breath which was at 
firſt infuſed into man, calle us out of the duſt, make us become 
1 living fouls, and do attract and unite our fouls to God. 

| | 


| In like manner, among men, the advantages of power and capa- 
city create a diſtant reſpect, and.cauſe the poſleſſors of them to be 
| feared. But it is an inviolable adherence to juſtice, truth and 
goodneſs, which alone canſtirute the perfect amiable character. 
| This is the only Randard for meaſuring the ſoul of man by; it is 
the righteous and good man who is more. excellent than his 
neighbour. 


| 
| If a conformity to God i in his moral perfections, be the true ex- 
| 
| 


| cellence of our nature; it clearly follows, that all true religion on 
co 
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conſiſt in an afſiduous care to conform ourſelves to theſe perfee- 
tions. For the great deſign of religion, is to remove from the hu- 
man nature every thing that debaſes it; and to exalt it to the utmoſt 
perfection whereof it ĩs capable, to © cleanſe us from all imperfec- 
« tion of fleſh and ſpirit, and to make us * perfect holineſs in 
* the fear of God.” By this method we are taught to glorify God 
on earth; that we may be qualified to enjoy him in heaven. 


If we conſider religion in its true nature, it conſiſts in a con- 
tinual inward reverence of God, which flows forth in all outward 
evidences of reſpect; and more eſpecially in an habitual uniform 
obedience to his laws. This is what the ſcriptures call the “ fear 
« of God,” and © worſhipping him 1 ſpirit and in truth.“ 

of God,” and“ worſhipping him in our ſpirit and in truth. 
Now, what are the laws of God, but a tranſcript of the divine 
purity? Or how is it poſſible for us to give ſtronger teſtimonies of 


our unfeigned reſpect to any Being, than by intirely conforming our- 
ſelves to his example? 


If we ſhould inquire into all the modes and forms of religion 
that have appeared in the world, we ſhall find it to be the univerſal 
ſenſe of mankind, that religion conſiſts in an imitation of the Deity, 


This was the antient ante-diluvian religion which God himſelf 
delivered to men. For it is recorded of Enoch, that * He walked 
with God,” Gen. v. 24. That on this account he pleaſed him, 
and God took him, „That he was tranflated that he ſhould not 
« ſee Death.” Heb. xi. 5. This was the religion of the ſons of 
Noah, when God was pleafed to reſtore true religion after the de- 
luge. For he puts that patriarch in mind * That God made man 
&« after his own image.” And therefore, he was bound to re- 
ſemble God in his goodneſs, by abſtaining from all acts of cruclty 
either to man or beaſt. This was alſo the religion which, after it 


had been corrupted, God renewed unto Abraham, when he entered 


into 
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into that ſolemn covenant with him, on which our holy religion is 
built, For God introduces his covenant in theſe words, I am 
« the Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou perfect.“ 
Gen. xvii. 1. And that{the great deſign of our chriſtian proleſſion 
is to render us like unto God, and to make us follow the ex- 
ample of our Saviour CHRIST, is moſt apparent, not only from 
this command of our bleſſed Lord's, and many other precepts to the 
like purpoſe, whereof the New Teſtament is full, but alſo from 
the whole ſyſtem of chriſtianity, its doctrines, its exalted myſteries, 
its laws, its glorious rewards and promiſes; the plain tendency of 
all which, is to renew us * after the image of God in righteouſneſs 
t and true holineſs,” Eph. iv. 24. This knowledge of God in 
Chriſt, calls us “to glory and virtue.” And makes us © Par- 
te takers of a divine nature,” as St. Peter moſt beautifully expreſſes 
it. 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. verſes. 


Even among the heathens, the wiſeſt of their philoſophers placed 
religion in the imitation of God. Plato ſays, © Your chief happi- 
« neſs is to be as like to God as poſlible; and that the way to be 
« like to him, is to be juſt, holy and prudent. (a )” And Hierocles, 
the chief among the Pythagoreans, declared, „That a man truly 
ce imitated God, when he hated no man, but entertained an hearty 
& love for the whole human race. ( 


It muſt be owned, that the heathen world fell into the moſt un- 
happy degeneracy and corruption of manners. But even this very 
degeneracy evinces this truth, that they thought religion conſiſted 
in the imitation of their Gods. And it is on this principle 
St. Paul accounts for that general corruption. Rom. i. 19. God 


— U 


(a) Summum Bonum eſt Deo quantum potes ſimilem fieri: Similis autem ipſi fies, 
ſi juſtus ſanctuſque cum prudentia ſueris. 


(6) In amicitiz menſuris Deum imitatur qui neminem hominem odit: Sed totius 
humani generis amantiſſimus eſt, 


2 | had 
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had given to them ſufficient evidences of his cternal power and 
Godhead in his works of creation and providence, But they, thro? 


an affectation of wiſdom, not retaining the true knowledge of 
God, became vain in their imaginations, and * changed the glory 


* of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, and creeping things.” 
The natural and unhappy conſequence of ſuch unworthy notions of 
the Deity, was their being given over to a reprobate ſenſe, falling 
into vile affections, and committing actions ſhockingly indecent. 
What unity and peace could be expected among thoſe who believed 
the endleſs quarrels of thoſe Gods they adored ? Could filial duty 
or natural affection be learned from the hiſtories of Saturn or Ju- 
piter, deſtroying their parents or Children? Or modeſty, from the 
endleſs adulteries and inceſt of the ſame Jupiter, Juno, and Venus ? 
Or honeſty, from Mercury, the God of thieves ? Patience, from 
Mars? Or temperance, from that infamous drunken God Bacchus ? 


The immoralities of the heathen world, were amazing and 
ſhocking to nature. Yet it would be ſtill more wonderful, it the 


worſhippers of ſuch a ſty of ſwiniſh Gods were not given up to 
all beaſtly affeEtions. 


Narrow and unworthy notions of the nature and attributes of 
God, or, in other words, ſuperſtition, have led men into inconceiv- 
able moral evils : Almoſt all the great miſchiefs which have infeſted 
mankind, have fprung from this poiſoned fountain. 


The minute philoſopher (mcaſuring the infinite power and wiſ- 
dom of the creator of all things, by his own littleneſs and weak- 
neſs) denies a particular providence: And in conſequence of this 
rejecting God from being the immediate governor of the world, 


he laugheth at prayer, and all regard to the divine laus. * 
en 
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Men. of gloomy, faturnine tempers, whoſe thoughts. dwell on 
the: power and juſtice of God, without taking his goodneſs into their 
account, beget in their cloudy imaginations the doctrines of abſo- 
late. reprobation, and unconditional. decrees. And in conſequence 
of their, perſwading themſelves, that the greater part of mankind. are 
created: in order to be made as devils; they juſtify themſelves in 


hating, their W and in * them all kinds of miſ- 
chief. 


The Romaniſts, and ſuch like narrow minds; cannot bring 
themſelves to believe, that God is the Saviour of all men.” 
But are perſwaded, that all. out of the pale of their church are 
heretics, and damned. From whence the tranſition is very na- 
tural and eaſy to. extirpate and. deſtroy, with all forts of cruelty. and 
perfidiouſneſs, thoſe whom they look on as no better than ſerpents 
and wild beaſts, in God's vineyard, 


The man who gives himſelf up to mad good- nature and pleaſures, 
comforts himſelf from the goodneſs of God, without conſidering 
that he is-alſo juſt and true. While the childiſh mind which is pleaſed 
or diſpleaſcd with trifles, yery curmingly fancies to itfelf, that it may 
appeaſe the Deity with ſuch rattles and toys, as mere outward forms, 


works of ſupererogation, indulgences, and the like, inſtead of con- 
ſtant uniform piety, and virtue. 


But true chriſtianity. teaches the man in CHRIST, to make con- 
tinual progreſs in holineſs: and virtue, « to forget the things that 
e are behind, and to reach forward unto the things that are before, 
« until we attain-to the prize. of the high calling of God in CRI 
« Jesvs,” Phil: iii. 13, 14. or, as St. Gregory Nazianzen, in his firſt 
oration againſt Julian the apoſtate, moſt forccably exprefles 1 it, © notto 
«: fleep-like-tops in the little circle of our prefent attainments, but 
cr 7 to 9 our life, as to lay immediate hold on fome virtues; 
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ce preſs on to others, and to look eagerly forward onto thoſe that 
« are beyond; until we attain to that end and deification, for 
© which we were created, and to which we are haſtening; pro- 
e vided we keep our minds exalted above the world, and penetrat- 


« ing into heaven; and hope for any thing worthy of the magni- 
« ficence and glory of God.“ | 


I would hope that enough hath been ſaid, to explain to us the 

aning of this precept of our Saviour, © To be perfect, as 
e our father in heaven is perfect, and to convince us, that/a con- 
formity to God in his moral perfections, is the great excellence of 
our Nature, and the foundation of all true religion. 


As this precept was primarily directed to the college of the 
Apoſtles, and thro* them to their ſucceſſors; we may, with great 
propriety, learn from hence, the principal duty incumbent on thoſe, 
who have derived from CHRIST this important commiſlion, Go 
« ye, and teach all nations.” Matth. xxvili. 19. 


It would be a thought equally unworthy of God and the dignity 
of this office, to imagine, that he had given ſo important a com- 
miſſion, to inſtruct mankind in curious trifling diſputations ; or to 
form them, like the ſchools of the old philoſphers, into narrow 
ſects and parties. No; the commiſſion is © To preach the Golpel,”? 
Mark xvi. 15. To open mens eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
«neſs to light:'' Acts xxvi. 18. It is to inſtruct men in the true 
nature of God; and to prevail on them to become Gods them- 
ſelves, by being made like unto him, and thereby „obtaining an in- 
« heritance among them that are ſanctified by faith in Chriſt,” 


Acts xxvi. 18. 


| To bring men to this happy ſtate, the firſt thing to be done is, to 
convince them that there is a God; to diſplay his cternal power and 


| Godhead, 
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[ 22 ] 
Godhead, his wiſdom, juſtice, goodnefs' and truth, as they are 
| | — daily to our eyes, in the works of creation and providence, 


Thence to lead them to the knowledge of God, as he is revealed 
to us in the holy ſcriptures, which clearly teſtify concerning God and 
in vertue of this knowledge, are ſufficient to make us wiſe unto cter- 
nal ſalvation. 


If this true foundation of religion is laid, there will be no great 
danger of their being led aſtray by falſe lights. When the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ariſes, he brings healing under his wings ; and by the 
brightneſs and warmth of his light, effectually diſperſes all the miſts 
of ſuperſtition, error, and hereſies. 


Beſide, ſuch inſtructions are the moſt powerful method of per- 
ſuaſion: For, perfect beauty and excellence have an irreſiſtible 
| power ; they command the attention, engage the heart, and inſen- 
if ſibly carry us away after them. 


Nor is it enough, merely to inſtruct and exhort men to be like to 
God. They who hope to bear home their inſtructions and perſua- 
{ions into the hearts and conſciences of mankind, will be themſelves 
li « Examples to believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
« ſpirit, in faith, in purity.” 1 Tim. iv. 12. Nor is this exem- 
plary and zealous converſation, ſo irkſome a matter to thoſe who un- 
| derrake this high office, not for the ſake of filthy lucre, but from 

a true principle of love to God and to mankind. 


They who feel in themſelves the powers of the world to come, 

1 will take pleaſure in perſuading others, both by their inſtructions 
and example, If like the prophet Iſaiah, we have our lips touched 
with a living coal from God's altar, we ſhall purge away our ſins, 
and be ready to ſay with him, . Here am I, ſend me.“ Ia. vi. 6. 7. 

If our own minds and hearts are irradiated. and warmed with the 
knowledge 
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23 
knowledge of God in Cyr1sT Irsus, it will fare with us as it did 
with St. Paul, who, after he was enlightened from heaven, felt 
an inconceivable joy, and uſed the moſt indefatigable pains, in com- 
municating this divine light unto all men. When inſtruction and 
example go thus hand in hand together ; when, after the pattern ſet 


us by our great maſter, we * go about doing good,” men will be 
convinced, that © God is with us,” Adts x. 38. 


Had God committed the miniſtry of the goſpel unto angels, the 
glory ſurrounding ſuch divine meſſengers, and their activity and zeal 
in fulfilling the commands from heaven, mult have had an amazing 
effect on the minds of men. But he hath thought fir to commit 
this great traſt to men of like paſſions with others, and ſo «« put 
ce the treaſure into carthen veſſels.“ | 


Yet, however weak and frail the miniſters of the goſpel may be 
in their own conſtitution, when with a becoming dignity they deliver 
inſtructions from God, and confirm thoſe inſtructions by a godlike be- 
haviour and example; their miniſtrations can ſcarce fail to have 
great influence on mankind, 


Do we, at any time, ſce a man ſet in an eminent ſtation, with his 
head and heart full of divine knowledge and love; cauſing his lamp 
to ſhine, and freely communicating the light of it to all around him; 
pointing out the aſcent to heaven, and himſelf leading the way; at 
once a preacher and pattern of rightcouſneſs ; ſhewing men how 
to become like to God, by imitating him in all his moral per- 

fections; by being a true, and a zealous aſlertor of the truth; juſt, and 
a promoter of juſlice; ſteady to his truſt, and impartially diſtributing 
to every one his due, His heart overflowing with benevolence to 
mankind, and pouring itſelf out in all the good works of mceknets, 


forbearance, peace-making, generoſity, and compaſſion; and, in he 
mi 


midſt of all this, ſtill looking forward to ſomething that is above, 
and maintaining his citizenſhip in heaven, 


If ſuch a man ſpeaks, he ſpeaks with power, as an oracle of God; 
and he becomes a benefactor, a guide, and a good angel; I had 
almoſt faid, a God to mankind, 


Yet, tho we ſhould ſpeak „with the tongues of men and an- 
« gels, unleſs they who are committed to our care, will have 


* ears to hear,” we become, with reſpect to them, but as a“ ſound- 
« ding braſs, or tinkling cymbal.” 


Wherefore, let me earneſtly beſcech you, my beloved chriſtian 
brethren, to hearken tothe importunate exhortations of thoſe «© who 
.« bear rule over you, and who watch for your ſouls ; that they may 
« piye their account of you with joy, and not with grief.“ 


Let us prevail on you, to « give all diligence, to add to your 
excellent chriſtian faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and 
c to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, patience; and to 
«« patience, godlineſs ; and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to 
« brotherly kindneſs, charity.” 2 Pet. i. ch. 5, 6, 7, 8, verſes. If 
theſe things be in us and abound ; we ſhall by degrees © grow on in 
« the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the fon of God, 


« unto a perfect man; unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 
« neſs of Chriſt. Eph. iv. 13. Fa art 
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To which ſtate of perfection, may God of his infinite mercy 
advance us all, thro* Jesvs CHRIS r our LoRD! Amen. 
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